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The Heavens
Proclaim

The
Glory of God

in
Jesus Christ, the Lord

A Blessed Christmas to all...
Your Sisters from the Generalate

Veronica, Maria José, Janice,
Livramento, Catharina
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Fall 2008 EGCM held at Cresco, Pennsylvania and West
Paterson.

During the last days of October,
our Provincials began arriving in
Paterson, NJ ready to participate in
an extra called meeting by the
Generalate Leadership Team
(GLT) to further the work of the
Congregation especially as it
related to the mandate of
Congregational Restructuring.
The theme of the meeting was

Moving the Vision.

After reviewing our historical journey with restructuring, Sr. Anne Munley, IHM asked
us to form small groups and to design a new model that would serve our current needs
and open up to new ways of being in our Congregational reality. The work progressed
very calmly as though there was one unified breathe and heartbeat in the room where the
groups were meeting. A collation of ideas quickly revealed a new form that would move
our German and US Provinces into a new level of relationship with the Generalate. As
well, other programs such as Mission and a Common Formation Program during initial
formation filled in the design.

The Taiwan Province will change its name to reflect its
inclusive reality of having sisters from other Asian
nations. Salvador and Belem will continue to
develop a common initial formation program.

The Vision is also going deeper as Programs to
unify our experience in contemporary missiology,
cultural awareness training and in financial restructuring
are being prepared as 2009 activities in all the provinces.

Discussion and decisions were also
made about how to proceed with
the Congregational Museum,
Archives and research about
Mother Coleta’s role in our
Congregational foundation,
evaluation of the provinces’
English, Immersion and Exchange
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programs and finally, inclusion of General Chapter Observers.

The meeting was historical; it was inspired and we knew that the many months of prayer
and reflection by each one in the Congregation gave the momentum for what took place
and will continue to nourish our spirit as we each take part to Move the Vision.

A Farewell to the Pedagocial/Catechetical Seminary
1973 – 2008, Dornfeld, Namibia Sr. Dominika Menken,SMIC

In January 1973 a Private Institution named the Pedagogical/Catechetical Seminary (PCS) was
established because of a need for professional educators for our boarding schools. Late Bishop
Koppmann OMI agreed with Fr. Poellitzer OMI to start this school at our Dornfeld Mission. From
North, South, East and West, young people were sent by the mission stations to participate in this
two years course aimed at preparing Hostel Educators to give religious instructions.

The course started with eleven ladies and gentlemen under the first director Fr. Poellitzer, OMI
currently Bishop of Keetmans-hoop Diocese. Some of the ladies later entered Religious Life. The
motto: WORDS WAKE - DEEDS DRAW (lead by example) was a daily assignment. Theory and
practice went hand in hand. Fr. Poellitzer was always moving and encouraging people to take
responsibility.

In 1982, Sr. Dominika Lemken SMIC was transferred from the hospital in Usakos to Dornfeld
where she assumed the leadership of the PCS in 1988 until its present time.

Looking at the statistic of 35 years, 175 students successfully passed the two year course; an
average of five students per year received the certificate. As ups and downs are normal in every
corner of life, many applicants dropped out for different reasons. This occupation is really a
calling from God and demands hard work to educate children for the future. The beginnings were
difficult for us, because of the many children from different tribes and cultures. The school had
1,120 students from Grade 1 - 12 . After the first term, we discovered what a grace it was to have
Dornfeld hold the course. During our two years we had many occasions that filled us with joy. An
idiom says:" From where your heart is full, your mouth flows over".

On November 13, 2008, we held a very nice Farewell party with invited guest. Songs, speeches,
dances and other entertainment made it interesting for us all. Sister Dominika in her farewell
speech choose the words of St. Paul to the Philippians: "I forget what is behind me and do the
best to reach what is ahead.........Don’t forget to look forward and put into practice what you have
learned. Let Jesus be always the center of your life. Don’t think you are finish. No, now you begin
to stand on your own”. Concluding, she thanked the Lord for all who helped in teaching the
classes: priests, Sisters, matrons, volunteers and also spoke about what she learned from the
students during the 20 years. She said, it has formed her. But now, the time has come for Sister
to retire from this work and for a new time to come. The PCS is closed after 35 years with a hope
that it will someday re-open to again give young people an occupation to lead children in a
Christian way. Her last wish to the graduating students was: "May God bless you, as you go out
into Namibia to utilize the many things you have learned and found special to
proclaim the Good News of Christ."

In the name of the last seven students, Ms. Faustina Mahupe gave thanks to all
who were involved in the PCS wishing that this day not only be a day of
celebration, but one that grows in our minds, hearts and spirits given through
the years of 2007/2008.
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Sr. Dominika then handed over the testimonials with congratulations stating that the certificates
were to be given on December 3rd when the group would leave Dornfeld. The celebration
continued with a party in the nicely decorated dinning hall with a special lunch with Sr. Dominika.
The day closed with the song: I’ve got so many reasons, to love the Lord. So many reasons I
can’t count." With thankful hearts

PCS students 2007/200

Preparing for Melanje, Angola
Another step in the
preparation of our four
Missionaries for Angola
is taking place this
month in Brasilia. The
Ad Gentes course
offered for this purpose
is being a wonderful
experience for our
Sisters.

Here are comments
from Sr. Nelisia and

Photo: Srs. Eulina, Lucia, Christina, Nelisia Sr. Lucia

Thanks be to God for Our Lord, Jesus Christ !
I want to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to our God and to the General
Council for the opportunity given to me to participate in the Ad Gentes Course, which is
really a spectacular course!!!!

The teachers are of a high level and committed to the Reign of God. They are from
Brazil and also from other countries depending on the theme of study. Each one who
comes here to give his contribution brings his baggage of experience; it is obvious that
the content of one complements the other’s and in this way the course reaches its
objective of preparing missionaries in an integrated way of knowing the reality of the
overseas mission so that one can love, respect and embrace the different realities and
cultures. (Nelisia)

As part of the course we work in different teams and living groups for a better stretching
of friendships among us.

Paz e Bem!!!
We are 17 participants, 09 are going to Angola, 05 to Mozambique, 01 to Mexico, 01 to
Ecuador, 01 to Nicaragua. It’s pure animation here; all are very excited to be sent to
mission. These first 03 days we are studying the human dimension which is very good.
The facilitator is very dynamic which helps us very much in the sharings. (Lucia)


