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Germany Province Chapter marking new beginnings

May 18" to 22" 2009, marked our last Provincial Chapter and our first District
Assembly in Milnster. The meeting took place
at the house of the sisters of St. Catharine.
The Chapter had been well prepared with all
the participants before taking place, which was
very helpful. Most supportive was our
facilitator Fr. Niehueser, Isch, very empathic
and sensitive to us in all our critical moments.
He understood our reality as he has been
accompanying us already for some time. Father
Niehueser helped us also to see the positive
aspects of the new structure.

Present also were Sister Veronica, our coordinator general, and Sister Grace
Zhang, studying in Germany, who served as translator of German - Chinese and
vice a versa. Sr. Veronicas presence was helpful, as we could ask her directly
about all future matters. Sr. Grace was very grateful to attend as this was her
first chapter experience in her 14 years in our congregation.

Sr. Johanna led the assembly in the parting of the status of Province. Each
sister could choose a semi-precious stone from Namibia and take a longer time
of prayer and reflection with the question: For what am I grateful? Later we
met at the meditation room and had much time to share our thoughts and
feelings. During the night we took our
stone with us and let it speak to us. Next
morning at the Eucharistic celebration
each one of us put her stone during the
offering of the gifts with a word on the
table. Impressive was that the insight
about our vocation basically did not change
though there had been tears and sadness,
too.

The transition from Province to District took place with the election of the first
leadership of the district - Sr. Johanna Hohnhorst, district leader and Sisters
Andrea Libberdink and Gertrud Elsen as her assistants. This experiment will
last until September 2010, after the General chapter.



Discussion of the

presented reports
focused especially on
successful and

gratifying moments in
the life of our
province,communities,
ministries and lives,
this led wus to
gratitude and helped
us to engage with
other important :
issues in the life of the district.

Sr. Veronica underlined that 50 years ago the provinces were set up and
developed independently, but now it would be time that each unity sees itself as
a part of the greater unity leading towards oneness.

In retrospect we can say, that our chapter has been blessed though difficult
moments also had their space.

NAMIBIA PROVINCE CHAPTER

"Valuing our calling as Missionary Sisters, trusting in the Holy Spirit and proclaiming
God's presence among the people.™ Sr. Beatrix Mokwena

This was the theme chosen to focus our Provincial Chapter held from the
18" to the 24" of May in Dobra / Windhoek,

In a spirited gathering, we opened our Chapter with a song of St. Francis,
"All creatures of our God and King.”

The opening address urged us to “consider a new creation, a new world
order as people whom God has set apart to bring Him praise and thanksgiving; we
want to be God's voice in a changing world, in which God"s vision and our vision
are one."



Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the 16 Chapter Delegates looked to
the past three years, reflecting on what we have achieved ‘
and being thankful for our work and the contribution of & &
each Sister. We worked together on our direction for
the next three years. We were blessed with five
Young-Professed Sisters who, were present for the
first time, at a Provincial Chapter; they were really

fully present in the Chapter, leading a beautiful r_m
liturgy and entertaining us in the evening. \ <P |

Our New Leadership Team was elected: Sr. Erica * W
Amokologa, Sr. Beatrix Mokwena, Sr. Klara Oaes, Sr. Antonia
Mersch and Sr. Lucia Bekeur.

We are thankful for all your prayers and support during our Chapter.

US Chapter Experience
Sr. Eleanor Goekler

Crossroads on a Footpath
I 1 would know
Just where these paths might go
Or to what distant point
I could follow this magnetic mystery,
I would pack my thoughts
Within my heart
And pilgrim to the limits of my fantasy,
And 1 for sheer delight,
Would travel on through courses
Deep within the light and shadow
Of it all.
But must I know the end
For the journey to begin?
Rather, what noble roads to find
When one begins in hope,
And somewhat blind!
(Margaret Halaska, osf)




